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English 1092G, sec. 98: Composition and Literature, Honors 
Instructor: 
E-mail: 
Office Hours: 
Course time & 
location: 
Dr. Robert Martinez, Coleman Hall 3371 
rlmartinez@eiu.edu 
MWF 12 noon-1PM,3-4 PM, and by appointment 
11-11.50, Coleman 3170 
Required Texts 
• George Orwell, 1984 
• Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 
• Pat Barker, Union Street & Blow Your House Down 
• Michelle Cliff, No Telephone to Heaven 
• Robert McLiam Wilson, Eureka Street 
• Martin Amis, Dead Babies 
• Other selected readings to be handed out in class 
Possible Film Screenings: 
• Dennis Gansel, The Wave (Die Welle) 
• George Miller, The Road Warrior 
• Paul Verhoeven, RoboCop 
• Gus Van Sant, Elephant 
Course Description 
The goal of this course is to help you to become an effective writer of analytical and 
research-based essays and to sharpen your writing and editing skills more generally 
through the lens of studying literary works. We will examine the genre of dystopian 
literature in this course in order to increase your critical reading skills, to develop your 
ability to analyze specific forms of writing, and to create intelligent, detailed arguments 
that assess nuances of genre forms that are used to comment on human experience. 
Along the way, you will ideally begin to establish the tools you will need to express your 
thoughts with clarity, to conduct independent research, and to edit and trouble shoot 
your writing and that of your peers. These skills are crucial to your success not only at 
EIU but also in the professional world that awaits you. 
Classroom Expectations 
The guiding methods of this course are group work and class discussion. Each of 
you must come to class each day in the following manner: 
• You should have carefully read each day's assigned reading and thought about the 
meaning of what you have read. 
• You should pay attention carefully to films screened, take notes while watching, 
and formulate coherent ideas about media texts. 
• You should be ready to share your ideas about each work we study in class. 
By exchanging such feedback with each other, you will learn the importance of thinking 
critically about your own and other people's ideas, the world around you, and ultimately 
you will begin to think about and assess your own writing with a more critical eye. You 
will ideally discover more about yourself as a writer and a thinker, and you will learn to 
become a confident participant in the professional community you choose to enter later 
in your university career and professional life. The skills of reading and thinking 
carefully and widely make you a more interesting, informed person, which in turn makes 
you more attractive to employers, grad school committees, and others in the professional 
social setting and in life! 
Office Hours and Writing Help 
I am dedicated to helping you succeed in this course and at EIU. I will hold weekly office 
hours and will be available by appointment, should office hours not meet your needs 
during a given time. However, 
• I do not conduct office hours over e-mail, unless I have made a special 
arrangement with you, and 
• you should not wait until the last minute before an assignment is due to contact 
me about your work or e-mail me your work and expect a full response. 
Lastly, there are great campus resources available to you. The Writing Center 
(http://castle.eiu.edu/writing/students.php) in Coleman 3110 is a great place to seek out 
additional help, and the librarians at Booth Library are there to assist you with your 
research needs (or dilemmas!). 
Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory. Your success in the class (as well as your classmates' 
success) depends upon active participation and attendance. Regardless of any absences, 
you will be held responsible for all work assigned. Starting with your fourth (4th) 
absences from class, I will lower your grade by a + or -, and your grade will continue to 
suffer this deduction for each absence you accumulated thereafter. (For example, your 
fourth absence would make a B+ go to a B; your fifth absence would automatically drop 
your B to a B-, and a sixth absence would quickly move you to a C+.) Ten (10) or more 
absences will most likely result in a failing grade. Please do NOT interpret this rule to 
mean that you have any "free" classes to skip. 
Arriving late to class and being unprepared will also affect your grade negatively. If you 
arrive more than 10 minutes late to class, I will consider you absent. If you come to class 
without a draft of your assignment or without a.ssigned homework, you may be 
considered absent. Be on time and be prepared-this is a lesson that will serve you well 
in whatever profession or field you choose to pursue in life. 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is absolutely unacceptable. Plagiarism is the presentation of another's 
words or ideas as your own. Usually plagiarism is intentional, but it can also occur when 
one fails to cite a source correctly. It violates the EIU honor system and robs the original 
author of due credit. As a student at Eastern Illinois University, you are responsible for 
abiding by the EIU Student Conduct Code 
(htt;p://www.eiu.edu/ ..... judicial/studentconductcode.php#s1). Should I determine that 
you have committed plagiarism in an assignment, I will not hesitate to penalize your 
work and to direct the case to the Judicial Affairs Office. 
Grading 
• Response Papers (2-3 pages each): 20% 
• Participation, in-class writing/essays, possible reading quizzes: 25% 
• Close Analysis Paper (4-7 pages): 20% 
• Research Paper (6-9 pages) papers: 25% 
• Final Exam: 10% 
Writing Assignments 
1. Response Papers: For each reading assignment or film screening, you will not only be 
required to engage in enthusiastic discussion, but you will also, upon the conclusion of 
reading or watching a text/film, write a short (2-3 pages, double spaced, in 12-point 
Cambria or Times New Roman font) paper that explores your reaction to the work. 
You should avoid any kind of summary of what you have read or seen, and instead 
think about questions that enable you to analyze the work: 
• What aspects of the novel, essay, or film strike you as thought provoking, curious, 
confusing, perhaps disturbing, etc.? Cite those examples and discuss them. 
• What themes or key ideas do you notice? Cite some examples and discuss what 
they mean. 
• What is the author's overall meaning or point to this work? How have the 
examples you have cited and discussed contribute to your overall interpretation 
of what you have read or watched? Explain. 
All in-text citations should be in MLA format. All work should be stapled and pages 
numbered. 
2. Close Analysis Paper (Paper #1): This paper requires you to take one particular text or 
film of your choosing and to explore it in more depth. You must zero in on a specific 
idea or theme or question that is important to the work you are exploring and create a 
thesis and analysis to explain it. Your thesis should demonstrate a clear 
argumentative stance you are taking regarding the interpretation of the work, and you 
should offer plenty of quoted evidence from your work to cite and explain in order to 
prove your argument to your reader. This paper should be 4-6 pages in length, 
double-spaced, in 12-point Cambria or Times New Roman font. All in-text citations 
and bibliographical information should be in MLA format. All work should be stapled 
and pages numbered. 
3. Research Paper (Paper #2): Your final formal paper of the course will ask you to 
create an argument regarding a specific interpretation you have of a work of your 
choosing from the course and to add significant outside research to your argument to 
illustrate how your interpretation is entering a larger conversation with an academic, 
professional readership/community. You must consult academic sources 
(professional books, journal articles, etc.) and cite such evidence in your paper to 
demonstrate your deeper understanding of how your ideas intermingle with other 
professional interpretations of the ideas you are exploring and analyzing. This paper 
should be 6-9 pages in length, double-spaced, in 12-point Cambria or Times New 
Roman font. All in-text citations and bibliographical information should be in MLA 
format. All work should be stapled and pages numbered. 
Date 
Mon., 1/7 
Wed., 1/9 
Fri., 1/11 
Mon., 1/14 
Wed., 1/16 
Fri., 1/18 
Mon., 1/21 
Wed., 1/23 
Fri., 1/25 
Mon., 1/28 
Wed., 1/30 
Fri., 2/1 
Mon., 2/4 
Wed., 2/6 
Fri., 2/8 
Mon., 2/11 
Wed., 2/13 
Fri., 2/15 
Mon., 2/18 
Wed., 2/20 
Fri., 2/22 
Mon., 2/25 
Wed., 2/27 
Fri., 3/1 
Schedule - English 1092G: Composition and Literature 
Spring2013 
Note: Readings/events are subject to change 
What's Happening in Class Homework 
Introduction to course Define genre terms, identify 
works, explain genre 
significance. 
Discuss meanings of genre Start reading 1984 (pp. 1-
30) 
Discuss 1984 Read 1984 (pp. 31-g1) 
Discuss 1984 Read 1984 (DD. 92-122) 
Discuss 1984 Read 1984 (pp. 123-160) 
Discuss 1984 Read 1984 (pp. 161-268) 
No Class: Martin L. King Jr. Day Finish reading 1984; start 
thinking about response 
paper 
Discuss 1984 Complete response paper on 
1984 
Response paper due; finish discussing Start reading Fahrenheit 
1984 4_1)1 (pp. 3-~~) 
Discuss Fahrenheit 451 Read Fahrenheit 451 (pp. 
54-g4) 
Discuss Fahrenheit 451 Read Fahrenheit 451 (pp. 
Q~-1~~) 
Discuss Fahrenheit 451 Finish Fahrenheit 451 (pp. 
136-165); complete 
response paper on F4_t:;1 
Response paper due; finish discussing Read Walter Benjamin's 
Fahrenheit 451 "The Storyteller" (handout) 
Encounter theory: discuss Benjamin's "The 
Storvteller" 
Begin watching Paul Verhoeven's RoboCop Complete some 
analvsis/notes on film 
Watch RoboCop Complete response paper on 
RoboCop 
Discuss RoboCop Work on completing a 
complete draft of Paper #1 
No Class: Lincoln's Birthday Begin drafting ideas for 
Paper #1 
Finish discussion of RoboCop; start Revise your draft! 
planning Paper #1 
Group Workshop for Paper #1 Finalize draft of Paper #1 
Final workshop for Paper #1 Start reading Blow Your 
Hou.se Down (BYHD), pp. 
247-288 
Paper #1 due; begin discussing Blow Read BYHD, pp. pp. 289-
Your House Down 32g 
Discuss Blow Your Hou.se Down Read BYHD, pp. pp. 330-
370 
Discuss Blow Your Hou.se Down Finishing reading Blow 
.. 
Your House Down (pp. 371-
416); complete response 
paper on BYHD 
Mon.,3/4 Response paper due; discuss Blow Your Listening to assigned music 
House Down (TBA); complete response 
paper 
Wed.,3/6 Response paper due; discuss music and 
Blow Your House Down 
Fri., 3/8 Finish discussing Blow Your House Down 
Mon., 3/11- Spring Break - No Class 
3/15 
Mon., 3/18 Watch Van Sant's Elevhant 
Wed.,3/20 Watch Elephant; begin discussion Complete response paper on 
Elevhant 
Fri., 3/22 Response paper due; finish discussion Start reading No Telephone 
of Elephant to Heaven (pp. 3-33) 
Mon.,3/25 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp. 34-74) 
Wed.,3/27 DiscussNo Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp. 75-120) 
Fri.,3/29 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp. 121-156) 
Mon.,4/1 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp, 157-192) 
Wed.,4/3 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Finish No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp, 193-224) 
Fri., 4/5 Finish discussion of No Telephone to 
Heaven 
Mon.,4/8 Discuss academic research in humanities; Groups locate scholarly 
assign group research task article; read article (TBA) 
Wed.,4/10 Discuss scholarly article Read second scholarly 
article (TBA) 
Fri., 4/12 Discuss scholarly article Read Eureka Street (pp. 
159-209) 
Mon.,4/15 Discuss scholarly article Begin drafting Paper #2 
Wed.,4/17 Discuss student paper ideas and notes on Continue drafting Paper #2; 
primarv text start outside research 
Fri., 4/19 Work on research inclusion Complete a full draft of 
Paper #2, with research 
included 
Mon. 4/22 Workshop on Paper #2 Fine tune Paper #2 
Wed.,4/24 Workshop on Paper #2 
Fri., 4/26 Last Day of Classes; review for Final 
Exam; Pauer #2 due in class 
Final Exam: Tuesday, April 30, 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
